
 

Welcome to our Spring newsletter. It’s been a busy couple of months in the library! We have been following the Winter 
Olympics and sharing our ‘gold medal’ books. We have also welcomed our second team of library assistants, enjoyed 
World Book Day, had lots of fun in Book Club and some wonderful new books have been added to our library shelves! 
As always, we have enjoyed lots of book talk and connected with some wonderful authors. 
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New Books 

 
 

 

With the money raised from our Parents, Carers and 
STARS team, we have been able to update our non-
fiction area in the library with some wonderful new 

books. Our library team helped to choose some brilliant 
new fiction books too! They’ve been flying off the 

shelves! We love them! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Recommendations from the library! 
 

 

 

 

Amari and the Night Brothers - B.B. Alston 
This book is about a young girl called Amari. 

Her brother Quinton mysteriously goes missing 
after he goes to The Bureau of Supernatural 
Affairs. Amari goes to the bureau to try and 
find him and she makes friends with a half   

dragon, half human on her way! Becky - Sycamore 

 

 

 
Rumaysa: A Fairytale - Radiya Hafiza 

Rumaysa is a funny, empowering, exciting, 
beautiful nice story! I would recommend it to 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6.  
Minnie - Hazel 

 
 

 

 
 

 

In the Mouth of the Wolf - Michael Morpurgo 
This is a book about war. It is quite emotional, 
but not too over the top. It has pencil sketch 
pictures inside. Jack - Poplar  

Book Club 

We have really enjoyed discovering new authors and 

books in Book Club this term by matching first lines of a 

story to the correct book. It was a great way to introduce 

some amazing books to the children. 

Lots of the books we discussed were 

reserved straight away! 

We also enjoyed lots of activities and 

quizzes to celebrate World Book Day and had a magical 

time with a Harry Potter theme Night! 

One week we watched a video from the 

author of The Treehouse Series - Andy 

Griffiths and designed our own level to 

add to the treehouse, including an   

everlasting doughnut machine! 

Year 6 Library Assistants 
 

 

The first fabulous group of our Year 6 library assistants 
have handed over the baton to the next group - Grace, 
Chloe, Amelia, Molly, Meghan, Christopher, Izzy and 

Becky. ‘Team Bruton’ have settled in brilliantly and are 
always on hand to help with book recommendations and 

promote plenty of book talk at lunchtimes. 

 

The Reading Agency have again kindly sent us copies of a 

new book to read and review - The Tower at the End of 

Time by Amy Sparkes. This is a sequel to the popular The 

House at the Edge of Magic. All copies will 

be in the library soon if you would like to 

borrow one or come in and read our reviews 

to find out if this book is for you! 

A magical competition. A dazzling prize. 
A horrible case of the hiccups... 

Please note that some links in the newsletter may be for social media. Many authors, illustrators and publishers use these platforms as a great way of 
connecting with their audience. Parents/carers would need to access these due to age restrictions for children on most social  media sites. 



 

                                 Popular Books 

Here are some of the most popular books that have been borrowed from our library this year; It is great  

to see books by lesser-known/debut authors being enjoyed by the children, as well as the popular, well- 

  known authors. A great selection! 

 

FICTION 

1. The Diary of a Wimpy Kid, The Meltdown - Jeff Kinney 

2. Tom Gates Spectacular School Trip - Liz Pichon 

3. The Danger Gang - Tom Fletcher 

4. The Valley of Lost Secrets - Lesley Parr 

5. The Last Bear - Hannah Gold 

6. Another Twist in the Tale - Catherine Bruton 

 

NON-FICTION 

1. The Vision Book of Football Records - Clive Batty 

2. Monsters of the Deep - Nicola Davies 

3. Minecraft STEM Challenge: Build a Theme Park - Anne Rooney 

4. Guinness World Records: Amazing Animals - Guinness World Records 

5. Blue Planet II (BBC Earth) - Leisa Stewart-Sharpe  

6. Survivors - David Long 

Please note that some links in the newsletter may be for social media. Many authors, illustrators and publishers use these platforms as a great way of 
connecting with their audience. Parents/carers would need to access these due to age restrictions for children on most social  media sites. 

                                      Book Review 

Lila in Birch Class came in to the library for a book recommendation and chose Otherland by Louie Stowell. When Lila 

returned the book to the library, she told Mrs Jay-Hanmer how much she enjoyed it and has now bought another 

couple of books by the same author - brilliant news! Here is her fabulous book review - thank you Lila! 



 

Mrs Jay-Hanmer chose The Last Bear to be our Book of the Month in the library for March - an inspirational story with a 
very powerful message and beautiful illustrations throughout by Levi Pinfold. A perfect read for both children and 
adults. 

This brilliant book became an international bestseller upon release in 2021. The Last Bear has recently won the           
2022 Blue Peter Book Award, Shortlisted for the British Book Awards - Children's Book of the Year and is currently 
shortlisted for the 2022 Waterstones Children’s Book Prize! 

Hannah Gold has very kindly shared with us the inspiration behind her book and highlights her passion to protect our 
planet. 

Dear Seamer & Irton School, 

Being an author was a dream I had ever since I was at primary school. It took me a long time to make that dream 
come true but sometimes that’s the case with things you especially want. The secret is not giving up! 

The Last Bear is a story of an 11 year-old girl who becomes best friends with a wild polar bear. It’s inspired by my love 
of animals and my fierce desire to protect our planet. And very recently it was crowned Best Story in the Blue Peter 
Book Awards and I had to go on live TV and accept my award! 

I hope my story inspires you to follow your dreams and also to know that no matter how small you may sometimes 
feel, you’re never too small to make a difference. 

Follow your dreams, be kind to others, be kind to animals and most of all,                                  
please be kind to the planet. 

Big love and big ROAR! 

Hannah Gold 

https://www.hannahgold.world/ 
 
 

BOOK OF THE MONTH 

The Last Bear 

Hannah Gold 

There are no polar bears left on Bear Island. At least, that's what April's father 
tells her when his scientific research takes them to this remote Arctic outpost for 
six months. But one endless summer night, April meets one. He is starving, lonely 
and a long way from home. Determined to save him, April begins the most im-
portant journey of her life...  

Please note that some links in the newsletter may be for social media. Many authors, illustrators and publishers use these platforms as a great way of 
connecting with their audience. Parents/carers would need to access these due to age restrictions for children on most social  media sites. 

 The Lost Whale is Hannah’s second novel which tells an incredible story 
about the connection between a boy and a whale and the bond that sets 
them both free.  

Watch out for a copy available to borrow from the library soon! 

 
I loved this book. It was so 
inspiring to help with climate 
change. It really made me 
think about our future and 
what might happen with the 
ice caps! Sophie - Sycamore 


